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Welcome to the newly designed 
SPH Foundation Spirit newsletter! 
We have listened to the feedback 
received from readers like 
you, and used it to make some 
substantial changes to this 
publication. Since you last 
received a copy of The Spirit, we 
reconsidered the story content, 
modernized the look, included 
more pictures and reduced 
publication to once a year. There 
are many wonderful stories in 
this issue for you to enjoy (I am 
particularly fond of the Michele 
Kiesman and Dr. Rick Jaggi story.) 

We also recently introduced a 
new email donor publication 
called Kindred Spirit. 

Kindred Spirit shares even more 
St. Paul’s Hospital stories of 
interest to our donors and is 
issued twice a year. If you would 
like to receive Kindred Spirit 
by email, please share your 
name, mailing address and email 
address with us at:  
info@sphfoundation.org and we 
will be sure to add you to the 
distribution list.

Thanks for reading and 
supporting SPH Foundation. I 
welcome your feedback.     

Bruce Acton  
St. Paul’s Hospital Foundation CEO

fromthetop

Message From SPH Foundation

SPH Foundation Volunteer Board of Directors 2016-2017 
Standing Centre (l-r) John Agioritis (SPH Foundation Board Chair) and Bob Kirkpatrick (SPH Board Chair).    
Seated (l-r)  Bruce Acton (SPH Foundation CEO), Mercedes Montgomery, Colleen Cameron-Bergan (Past Chair), 
Jean Morrison (SPH President and CEO). 
Back Row (l-r)  Melanie Hilkewich, Arlene Jorgenson, Chris Boychuk, Denise Frey, Neil Weber, Dr. Vivian Walker, 
Dr. Arne Paus-Jenssen. 
Missing: Alan Koop (Treasurer) and Darlene Cooper (Secretary)
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We give because we 
can. We were blessed 
with the funds to be 
able to do this
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– David and Karen Holst
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A special evening at 
St. Paul’s Hospital 
Foundation’s Behind 
the Curtain 2016 
event celebrated 
state-of-the-art 
advancements 
funded by our many 
donors.
Snowflakes were falling as guests 
arrived at St. Paul’s Hospital on 
Tuesday, October 4, braving the 
weather to attend the Grand 
Opening and exclusive tour of 
the new medical imaging SPECT-
CT suite and Operating Room 
advancements at  
St. Paul’s Hospital. The event 
offered attendees an opportunity 
to see, first-hand and on-site, 
some of the truly impressive 
changes and profound patient 
impact brought through donor 
gifts made to St. Paul’s Hospital.

 Pylypchuk Hall was loud with 
chatter that quieted as the lights 
dimmed, and St. Paul’s Hospital 
Foundation CEO Bruce Acton 
and Board Chair John Agioritis 
took to the stage to express their 
deep gratitude to the donors in 
attendance. Bruce Acton thanked 
those who provided leadership 
gifts to the SPECT-CT purchase 
including Joe Remai, Jack and 
Shirley Brodsky, Dakota Dunes 
Community Development 
Corporation and PotashCorp, and 
also thanked Joe Remai for his 
gift in support of Operating Room 
advancements. 

Manager of Major Giving Lecina 
Hicke then invited donors David 
and Karen Holst, who provided 
a gift of $1 million in support of 
the SPECT-CT, to cut the ribbon, 
thereby officially opening the 
new David and Karen Holst Family 
Foundation SPECT-CT Suite at  
St. Paul’s Hospital. 

Laughter and commotion followed 
as everyone donned bright 
yellow smocks, worn as a health 
precaution throughout the tour 
that followed. The sea of yellow-

clad donors and guests followed 
tour guides who led them through 
the fabricated journey of a 
fictional patient named “Paul.” 

Dr. Sundeep Nijjar, Division Head 
of Nuclear Medicine for Saskatoon 
Health Region, explained Paul’s 
case. Paul had arrived at the 
Hospital suffering an abdominal 
aortic aneurysm, a life-threatening 
condition requiring immediate 
use of the new SPECT-CT scanner 
and resulting emergency surgery 
in one of the new operating 

theatres.  Dr. Nijjar explained 
that post-surgery, Paul was also 
exhibiting a possible diabetes-
associated infection that might 
necessitate the amputation of his 
foot - a condition that could be 
immediately diagnosed thanks 
to the SPECT-CT. During that leg 
of the tour, one of the children in 
attendance “took a ride” on the new 
SPECT-CT scanner and declared, 
“It’s comfy!”

The SPECT-CT is a two-in-one 
machine, comprising a SPECT 

(single-photon emission computed 
tomography) scanner and a CT 
(computed tomography) scanner. 
The data it generates produces 
extremely clear images that 
provide health care workers 
will all they need to accurately 
diagnose and treat patients. 
Hospital specialists demonstrated 
how quickly the machine could 
switch from the CT to the nuclear 
medicine SPECT scanner function, 
the big machine slowly spinning 
into a new position in under a 
minute. Not only is the SPECT-CT 

coverstory

Dr. Nijjar describes the patient case to a room full of participants at  Behind the Curtain 2016
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faster and more efficient than 
the previous machinery; it also 
provides a much more detailed 
image that results in better 
diagnosis. It adds important 
redundancy: if one of the older CT 
machines “goes down,” backup is 
immediately available.

Paul’s journey continued to unfold 
as everyone toured the new 
operating theatres, where Paul’s 
aortic aneurysm was repaired. 
The advancements are visually 
impressive: bright white space 
with an array of technology 
circling the operating table. The 
upgrades include LED lights – 
bigger and  brighter than the 
old lights – that also keep the 
room cooler and support camera 
technology. Booms lift equipment 
off the floor, creating better space 
for the surgical teams moving 
through it. Monitors throughout 

the theatre allow staff to view 
procedures from a variety of 
angles, and the telemonitoring 
system lets staff broadcast 
both video images and audio 
to elsewhere in the Hospital 
or indeed to anywhere in the 
world.  St. Paul’s is an acute care 
teaching Hospital, so the screens 

coverstory

We like to support projects that 
allow for early diagnostics and we 
hope our gift will inspire others the 
way previous donors inspired us.

and telemonitoring are especially 
useful for educating students. All 
of these impressive, upgraded 
technologies are built into the 
Hospital’s infrastructure, making 
them one-of-a-kind advancements 
that are the first of their kind in 
Saskatchewan hospitals.

Paul’s stay at St. Paul’s concluded 
with a visit from the Healing Arts 
program. That evening, Artist-in-
Residence Marlessa Wesolowski 
and Music Therapist Carmen 
Formanek-Loncar involved all the 
attendees in a relaxation exercise 
as well as the creation of artwork 
that eventually will be combined 
with patients’ work to create a 
new and vibrant art piece for the 
SPECT-CT waiting room. 

Behind the Curtain 2016 was a 
lively and educational evening, 
with visitors asking an array 
of questions at every station. 
Donors and guests embraced 
the opportunity to see the 
projects they had funded “in 
action” through witnessing Paul’s 
story – which thanks to the new 
equipment, infrastructure and 
Healing Arts program, concluded 
with a happy and healthy ending!

Donors Jack and Shirley Brodsky with Bruce Acton, SPH Foundation CEO

Joe Remai

I’m in my twilight years, and I want 
to give back. As a Catholic, and with 
all choices being equal, I wanted to 
support a Catholic hospital
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Melanie Hilkewich (SPH employee and SPH Foundation Board member) 
demonstrates how the new SPECT-CT functions to Lecina Hicke, SPH Foundation 

Manager of Major Giving, Gurpreet Nijjar, Shirley Brodsky and other attendees
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acipicia con nos natur, cum nis nonsers pediore, 
occusap erspiendis aut pelenim que nectio. Faccum 
quam quatquos imodit id quaercium eictent 
delendunt, omnitati aligend ucipsan ientibus et 
asincipsum sit a consectatus santium quas dus.

volunteers
Carol Yelland at the 2015 Mistletoe Ball

Beyond the gla mour
Behind the scenes of the Mistletoe Ball
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Carol Yelland’s favourite part of the Mistletoe 
Ball is late in the evening, when the speeches 
are done and the event is in full swing

when she can take in the glittering 
decorations and watch the dancers 
swirl across the floor. As the Chair 
of the Mistletoe Ball’s organizing 
committee, the window in which she 
gets to relax that evening is small but 
satisfying. “I like to see people enjoying 
themselves,” she says.

The committee starts its work for each 
year’s November event ten months 
earlier, in February. The members’ 
first tasks are to contact sponsors and 
choose a theme, and after that they’re 
kept busy with countless other details 
at their monthly meetings and work 
bees – all done voluntarily, in “their own 
time.” Organizing a glamorous fund 
raising event like the Mistletoe Ball 
is no small feat, yet Yelland has been 
involved with the committee since 
2007. As the current Chair, she keeps 
the committee on task with her eyes 
firmly set on the goal of raising money 
for St. Paul’s Hospital. In every decision 
she makes, she puts the fund raising 
aspect first.

“We make a lot of our own decorations 
because it is far cheaper,” Yelland 
says. The challenge every year is 
for the committee members to find 
the best bargains for fabrics and 
decorations while still maintaining the 
classy, elegant look the Ball is known 
for – and they always succeed. They 
never hire an event coordinator, 
because they want to ensure that 
as much as possible of the money 

raised goes to the Hospital. “As soon 
as you start hiring event planners, you 
lose a lot of money that would go to 
the Foundation,” Yelland says. “And I 
think you lose the whole perspective. 
Volunteerism is really important if 
you’re going to raise money for a 
cause.” Committee members also pay 
for their own tickets to attend.

Yelland feels helping on the committee 
is her way of giving back to society; 
she sees it as a moral responsibility 
to help others if you are able to. “This 
Hospital is situated in [Saskatoon’s] 
neighbourhood of greatest need, and 
so I think you are serving the people 
that have the least,” she says. “It’s a 
good cause. And I think everybody 
who sits on the committee thinks 
it’s a good cause.” There are thirteen 
committee members, plus the wider 
circle of support around them that 
includes friends and spouses who help 
with set-up and take-down each year. 
Yelland’s own husband Joel is one of 
the spouses who helps. 

It’s a lot of work, but Yelland says she 
loves it. When she started with the 
Mistletoe Ball committee nine years 
ago, her only connection to the Hospital 
was her Catholic faith – but after so 
many years of working so closely with 
St. Paul’s, she has created deep ties 
to the community and the people. Her 
final words: “You don’t give this much 
time and energy to something you 
don’t think is for a good cause.

Beyond the gla mour



THE 2015 GALA RAISED $186,500 
FOR THE REVITALIZATION OF THE MEDICAL LIBRARY AND THE 

NEW PATIENT RESOURCE CENTRE AT ST. PAUL’S HOSPITAL. 

PLATINUM SPONSOR
CEL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

GOLD SPONSORS
ASSOCIATED RADIOLOGISTS LLP  |  NORTH PRAIRIE DEVELOPMENTS LTD.

THE MARKETING DEN  |  S.O. ASHER CONSULTANTS LTD.
SASKATCHEWAN BLUE CROSS  |  SASKTEL

FRANKINCENSE SPONSORS
BLOSSOMS FLORIST  |  FEDERATED CO-OPERATIVES LIMITED

HANDY SPECIAL EVENTS  |  MS. KAJOO KAMAL OF KLASSIQUE DESIGNS 
PGI PRINTERS  |  PRAIRIE MEATS  |  SCHAAN HEALTHCARE PRODUCTS INC.

THE STARPHOENIX  |  UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN

MYRRH SPONSORS
ARCAS GROUP INC.  |  BUCKBERGER BAERG & PARTNERS LLP

HOUGHTON BOSTON PRINTERS  |  IMAGERY PHOTOGRAPHY  |  KPMG LLP 
SCHEER ROWLETT & ASSOCIATES INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT LTD.

FRIENDS
ABACUS SIGNS  |  CAVALIER ENTERPRISES LTD.  |  CENTURY 21

CONSTELLATIONS BRANDS CANADA INC.  |  GREAT WESTERN BREWING
HARDEN & HUYSE CHOCOLATES  |  MR. ROGER SCHMID REALTY PROF. CORP.   

PSAV PRESENTATION SERVICES  |  ROSA & WILFRED WILGER
UNITED CABS LTD./PRESTIGE CAR SERVICE

Presented by

The Centre will provide comfortable research and workstations  
for patients, families and staff in a central Hospital location.  

Construction is expected to begin in early 2017.

THANK YOU TO THE 2015 AND 2016 MISTLETOE CHARITY BALL VOLUNTEER COMMITTEES 
MRS. CAROL YELLAND (CHAIR)  |  MRS. BARBARA BERSCHEID  |  MRS. CINDI GAUCHER  |  MRS. MARIE GORMLEY  |  DR. HELEN HORSMAN|   

MRS. JANET POSTLE  |  MRS. ANNE REDDEKOPP  |  MRS. LOUISE RODGERS  |  MRS. TANYA WUR  |  MRS. DOREEN HOWLETT  |  MS. HEATHER PERSSON  
MS. GRACE MACLENNAN (MANAGER OF ANNUAL GIVING)  |  MRS. KARI SINKEWICZ (MANAGER OF ANNUAL GIVING)  |  MS. BRENDA MCLEAN (EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT)

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 2017 MISTLETOE BALL SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2017.

THE 2016 GALA WAS HOSTED  
ON NOVEMBER 17, 2016 

Proceeds will support state-of-the-art integrated suites in  

our Operating Theatres, paving the way for our physicians  

and surgeons to provide advanced treatment options.

GOLD SPONSORS
ASSOCIATED RADIOLOGISTS  |  ICR COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE 

THE MARKETING DEN  |  S.O. ASHER CONSULTANTS LTD. 

SASKATCHEWAN BLUE CROSS  |  SASKTEL

FRANKINCENSE SPONSORS
BLOSSOMS FLORIST  |  CAVALIER ENTERPRISES LTD.

HANDY SPECIAL EVENTS  |  MS. KAJOO KAMAL OF KLASSIQUE DESIGNS  

NORTH PRAIRIE DEVELOPMENTS LTD.  |  PRAIRIE MEATS     

SCHAAN HEALTHCARE PRODUCTS INC.  |  THE STARPHOENIX 

UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN PRESIDENT’S OFFICE

MYRRH SPONSORS
ARCAS GROUP INC.  |  BUCKBERGER BAERG & PARTNERS LLP 

DAKOTA DUNES COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

DR. J. SPELAY PROF. CORP.  |  DR. MARK GRYBA – MCEOWN AVENUE DENTAL CLINIC 

DR. DOROTHY L. BARRIE – INVISION EYE CARE CENTRE 

IMAGERY PHOTOGRAPHY  |  KPMG LLP  |  PGI PRINTERS

SCHEER, ROWLETT & ASSOCIATES INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT LTD.

FRIENDS
ABACUS SIGNS  |  CONSTELLATION BRANDS CANADA INC. 

GREAT WESTERN BREWING  |  HARDEN & HUYSE

MR. WILFRED & MRS. ROSA WILGER 

UNITED CABS LTD./PRESTIGE CAR SERVICE

THANK YOU TO ALL THE SPONSORS AND ATTENDEES OF THE MISTLETOE BALL
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lives intertwine  
     at st. Paul’s hospital

When you give a gift to  
St. Paul’s Hospital Foundation,     
     you are saying  
thanks to God for His blessings

– Gwen Wurm

Both Gwen Wurm and Lionel Gilbertson had been living and working in 
Saskatoon for 50 years before they met each other and then became husband 
and wife. Both had lost their first spouses in 2007, in the same month and on 
close to the same day. They had buried those spouses on the same day, in the 
same cemetery. And after they started dating, they found out that they had 
married their spouses on the same date at the same time nine years apart. 
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Continued on page 12

legacygifts

Donors Gwen Wurm and Lionel Gilbertson
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legacygifts

He’ll be working with his financial 
advisors to help make decisions 
about how he can best donate to 
St. Paul’s Hospital Foundation.

While they see the good  
St. Paul’s Hospital does in many 
areas of care, Gwen and Lionel 
are especially interested in 
Palliative Care and Hospice 
Services. Both Gwen’s mother 
and her first husband received 
palliative treatment through  
St. Paul’s Hospital, as did Lionel’s 
first wife. And through working 
as a registered nurse specializing 
in senior care, Gwen also saw 
many of her own patients 
navigate end-of-life care. 

“Choosing to support  
St. Paul’s Hospital Foundation gives 
us an opportunity to ‘Do unto others 
as you would have them do unto 
you,’” Gwen explains. She wants 

Become 
    One of Our 
 Angels

We believe angels are watching over us and guiding us in our work every day, and the 
Circle of Angels Monthly Giving Program is another way you can impact the lives of St. 
Paul’s Hospital patients and families.

You can join today! Contact: 
St. Paul’s Hospital Foundation: 306-655-5821
info@sphfoundation.org  
or sign up online at sphfoundation.org.

I am grateful to the Grey Nuns who established this 
amazing Hospital, and I give to St. Paul’s because of the 

love and care the doctors and nursing staff have afforded 
us. Giving monthly is easy and a little goes a long way.

I am grateful to the Grey Nuns who established this 
amazing Hospital, and I give to St. Paul’s because of the 

love and care the doctors and nursing staff have afforded 
us. Giving monthly is easy and a little goes a long way.

Jeannette Jones  
Circle of Angels Monthly Donor

to see everyone treated with the 
same high level of care she would 
want for and has experienced 
herself. Lionel has had surgery at 
St. Paul’s, and both have received 
emergency care there. 

“If you’ve got the means to donate, 
do it, because if you ever wind 
up as a patient at St. Paul’s, you’ll 
understand why,” Lionel says. “You 
can really appreciate the staff after 
you’ve been there. I had excellent 
care.” He would like to ensure that 
all people continue to receive the 
same high-quality care well into the 
future. They’re also happy to give 
a gift to a hospital that so closely 
represents their faith values.  
St. Paul’s is an independently 
owned Catholic facility. “When we 
give a gift, we are helping others 
and we’re also saying thanks to God 
for His blessings,” Gwen concludes.

They also discovered a shared 
interest in philanthropy. Gwen 
and Lionel have decided to 
leave gifts to St. Paul’s Hospital 
Foundation as part of their Wills. 
They have separate estates and 
Wills, and each independently 
is giving gifts to the Hospital. 
“We can be Jesus’ disciples,” 
Gwen says. “We can’t directly 
heal people in today’s world as 
Jesus did in His day, but we can 
enable our doctors and nurses to 
heal the sick for us by providing 
them with the best equipment to 
diagnose and treat people who 
are sick.”

“Hospitals always need updated 
equipment and technology, and 
that’s quite important to me,” 
Lionel adds. Lionel says he’s also 
interested in the tax breaks that 
charitable donations can provide. 
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Upcoming Events

Oct 
26

SPH Long Service Recognition Banquet & Awards 
Western Development Museum 
5:30 pm

NOV 
6

The Gormley Gathering Cocktail Party 
Persephone Theatre 
5:30 pm

Oct 
10-13

Mission Week and 
Foundation Professional Development Awards 
St. Paul’s Hospital

NOV 
18

Mistletoe Charity Ball 
Sheraton Cavalier 
6:30 pm

JuN
14

Foundation Draws 
St. Paul’s Hospital 
12:00 noon

May 
2

Donor Appreciation Luncheon 
Western Development Museum 
12:00 noon

JuN
29

SPH Annual General Meeting 
Room G30, St. Paul’s Hospital 
11:00 am

May 
31

Community Day 
St. Paul’s Hospital Front Lawn

JuL
18

Driving Fore Prostate Golf Classic 
Dakota Dunes Golf Links

aPr 
27

SPH Foundation Annual General Meeting 
St. Paul’s Hospital 
12:00 noon

 13
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Ear, nose and throat patient Michele Kiesman

Having my treatment here in Saskatoon has had 
such a huge impact in my life and my family’s life. 
For nine years, I was just constantly [worrying]. 
Today, it’s a whole different world. A great world!

14 

– Michele Kiesman
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 ine years ago, Michele 
started having difficulty 
breathing. She could 
barely hold a conversation, 

couldn’t go for a walk and couldn’t 
help bring in groceries. Even taking 
a few stairs was a challenge. Being 
unable to take a breath led to anxiety, 
and her distress made her husband, 
Andrew, and her two boys anxious as 
well. 

Michele was diagnosed with 
Idiopathic Tracheal Stenosis – a 
condition where scar tissue builds 
up in the trachea, slowly closing 
off the windpipe. Michele found it 
could be treated with an ENT laser 
in a minimally invasive surgery that 
removed the scar tissue buildup, 
but with no such laser available 
in Saskatoon, she had to travel to 
Vancouver for the procedure. To 
complicate matters, at the time she 
was also taking care of her mother, 
who was dying from amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis (ALS). 

“The hardest part was having to 
leave my mom,” says Michele. “Her 
illness was quite advanced, which 
is why I quit my job, to care for her 

The recent purchase of an ear, nose and throat (ENT) laser for  
St. Paul’s Hospital has definitely changed  

Michele Kiesman’s life for the better.
until she died . . . I thought, how am I 
supposed to leave her?” But she did. 
Then, only six months after Michele’s 
first surgery, her mother passed 
away. To this day, that time spent 
away still weighs heavily on her mind. 
“[The ENT laser] would have made a 
huge difference had it been here nine 
years ago,” she says.  While Michele 
was still coping with her mother’s 
death, the scar tissue began to build 
up again. Three and a half years later, 
she had to travel to Vancouver again 
for follow-up surgery. The trip was a 
financial and emotional burden, but 
without an ENT laser in Saskatoon, 
she had no choice. 

Then Michele connected with  
St. Paul’s Hospital ENT specialist 

Dr. Rick Jaggi – and discovered she 
could have her treatment right here 
in Saskatoon, thanks to the Mistletoe 
Charity Ball 2014 and all the donors 
who contributed to the campaign 
to buy the ENT laser! For her next 
treatment, she only had to travel as far 
as St. Paul’s Hospital. “The purchase of 
the laser has had such a huge impact 
in my life and my family’s life,” says 
Michele. “The donors who have been 
so generous have given me the ability 
to be able to lead a relatively normal 
life . . . it’s a tremendous gift.”

With the new laser at St. Paul’s, 
Michele’s health and her entire life will 
be more consistent. Dr. Jaggi provides 
her with regular follow-up care, and 
together they have come up with a 
plan to keep Michele’s condition at bay 
by having surgeries every six months 
or so. “I’m going to have to deal with 
this for the rest of my life,” Michele 
acknowledges. “But it’s such a huge 
difference having the ENT laser right 
here in Saskatoon where I can get 
regular treatments from Dr. Jaggi. 
My entire world has changed for the 
better, and I’m incredibly grateful to 
the donors and the Foundation.”

ENT Laser makes a profound difference  
in the life of Michele Kiesman

N

laseR PoWeR

(l-r) Dr. Rick Jaggi with patient Michele Kiesman

patientstory
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(l-r) Dr. Peter Stafford with Nino and John Agioritis, SPH Foundation Board Chair

St. Paul’s Hospital saved his life –  
the extra time I have with my uncle 
is a blessing I will never forget

– John Agioritis 

16 
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an uncle’s experience 
inspires a nephew  

to serve
John Agioritis, Chair of the St. Paul’s Hospital Foundation Board of Directors,  
has a friendly smile and a welcoming attitude that instantly puts you at ease. 
A clear influence and role model is his uncle, Nino Agioritis, who is similarly 

cheerful and gregarious. John readily says that his Uncle Nino  
“has been like a father to me in so many ways.” 

In 2008, Nino received some out-
of-province medical treatment 
and had been given a clean bill 
of health. Shortly thereafter, 
however, he met with Dr. Peter 
Spafford, an otolaryngologist (ear, 
nose and throat doctor) at  
St. Paul’s Hospital, “just in case.” 
Dr. Spafford ordered another 
round of tests, and discovered 
cancer of the larynx. 

 Nino says Dr. Spafford told 
him, “You are not going to die, 
but you’re going to have to 
quit smoking if you want me to 
operate on you. Otherwise, there’s 
no point because the cancer would 
come back.” He quit smoking the 
next day: “When you know you’re 
going to die, you quit. It’s a good 
motivation when your life is on 
the line.” 

Nino required invasive 
surgery, and the insertion of a 

tracheostomy tube. He spent 21 
days in St. Paul’s Hospital, healing 
and working with a speech 
therapist who taught him how 
to speak again. He recalls that 
“The nurses and the doctors and 
everybody I met there, they did an 
excellent job.”

John Agioritis says the people at 
St. Paul’s Hospital, and Dr. Peter 
Spafford in particular, saved Nino’s 
life, and the extra time he has with 
his uncle is a blessing he’ll never 
forget: “The care he needed in 
order to save his life was right 
here, at St. Paul’s Hospital. That’s 
an extremely important thing 
for me. You don’t have to go far 
to receive excellent care from 
extraordinary people, and that 
level of care is here at our Hospital 
in Saskatoon.”

His uncle’s experience at  
St. Paul’s Hospital inspired John 

to join the SPH Foundation Board 
in 2011. “It’s an honour to serve 
on this Board,” he explains. “It’s 
also such a growth and learning 
opportunity. You have the ability to 
contribute your time, knowledge 
and skills in assisting an 
organization that has a significant 
community impact, but at the 
same time, the organization and 
the group of people you work with 
also make you grow and learn, 
both personally and spiritually.”

John is grateful to the people who 
work with him on the Board, as 
well as to the staff at the  
St. Paul’s Hospital Foundation: 
“It’s an extremely talented group 
of people who direct the affairs 
of the organization. It takes a 
considerable amount of effort 
to make an organization like the 
Foundation run, and to make the 
Hospital what it is. I’m grateful to 
work alongside them.”
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volunteers



We’re all Saskatchewan guys giving 
back to Saskatchewan. We want to 
lend support to our home province

– Bryan Trottier

the ChanCe of  
                a lifetime 
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the ChanCe of  
                a lifetime Hockey Stars Inspire Young Players  

at Inaugural “Kids on Ice” Hockey Camp

Ron Hyggen is a lifelong 
hockey player, and a 
fan of the game. As 
CEO of Athabasca Basin 
Security – presenting 
sponsor of the 2016 
Driving Fore Prostate 
Golf Classic featuring 
hockey celebrities Willie 
Desjardins and Bryan 
Trottier – Ron has loved 
bringing in and meeting 
star players. A member 
of the committee 
organizing the event 
for the past four years, 
he also saw a new 
opportunity. 

“It was a shame to bring in 
all of that hockey talent, and 
not have kids involved,” Ron 
explains. Thus, “Kids 
on Ice” was born. Ron 
engaged the support of 
the Saskatoon Blades as 
the sponsor for “Kids on 
Ice” Hockey Camp, and 
he and a Driving Fore 
Prostate subcommittee 
worked hard to make it a reality. 
Athabasca Basin Security had its 

start in Northern Saskatchewan, 
and Ron wanted to support 
the communities where it first 
began. In its first year (2016) in 
addition to the young players 

from Saskatoon and area who 
participated, “Kids on Ice” also 

sponsored players from 
Black Lake and Fond-du-
Lac. The one day camp 
was held on July 18, 2016. 

 “We wanted to give 
them the chance of 
a lifetime; to meet, 

hang out with and skate with 
professional hockey players,” 
Ron says. For the kids from 

up north, West Wind Aviation 
provided flights and the Park 
Town Hotel provided rooms. 
Cameco provided jerseys for all 
the participants, and the Blades 

offered up players to help 
with the camp.  The afternoon 
training session put the players 
through drills in basic hockey 
skills, but Ron says the most 
important part of the day was 
giving the kids a chance to play 
with the pros. 

Leading the camp was head 
coach of the Vancouver Canucks 
Willie Desjardins, who was 
joined by NHL players Taylor 

(l-r) Ron Hyggen, CEO of Athabasca Basin Security with SPH Foundation CEO Bruce Acton

communityevents
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Leier and Linden Vey as well 
as former NHL players Curtis 
Leschyschyn and Hockey 
Hall of Fame inductee Bryan 
Trottier. Trottier’s long list 
of achievements includes 
receiving the National Aboriginal 
Achievement Award (now called 
the Indspire Award), which 
celebrates and encourages 
excellence in the Aboriginal 
community.

“I was one of these kids,” 
Trottier says. “I wanted to 
play in the greatest league 
in the world. Now, I want to 
give back to the community, 
and inspire young athletes to 
dream and hopefully to go on 
to do great things. . . . We’re 
all Saskatchewan guys giving 
back to Saskatchewan. We 
want to lend support to our 
home province.” It was a day 
none of the young players will 
ever forget, and a feat Ron is 
proud to have been a part of. 
“Hopefully this inspires them, 
and shows them what it takes to 
succeed in hockey and in life,” 
Ron says. “You need to focus; 
you can’t take ‘No’ for an answer. 
You have to work at it, and you 
have to fight for it.”

Willie Desjardins at the “Kids on Ice” hockey camp

communityevents
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The Sharfe family’s appreciation for community stems far 
back to when Kevin’s ancestors left Poland to settle in Naicam, 
Saskatchewan. He recounts the story of how their First Nations 
neighbours came to the rescue of a family who did not know the 
first thing about surviving a winter in Saskatchewan: “They looked 
at the hut my family was living in and said, ‘You are going to die 
here. Live in our hut; we will take care of the rest.’ ”  

Continued on page 22

It means nothing if we are not 
part of a collective community. 
To be a part of it just feels right.

– Kevin Sharfe,  
Sherwood Chevrolet

giving Back  
      goes Way Back  
    for the sharfe family 
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This long-standing and 
inherent appreciation for 
community support and 
family values is evident in the 
Sharfe family leadership in 
the Saskatchewan community. 
In addition to the multitude 
of other ways their family 
has given and continues 
contributing to Saskatoon 
and area, their family-
run business, Sherwood 
Chevrolet, has been supporting 
St. Paul’s Hospital since 1985. 
Their most recent offer 
– to match up to $20,000 
in community support to 
advance the technology 

in our Hospital’s Thoracic 
Operating Theatre – has 
inspired many others to 
donate. Sherwood Chevrolet 
also offered to provide a 
free car to the winner of the 
Hole-in-One Challenge at 
Driving Fore Prostate 2016, 
the Foundation’s charity golf 
classic, and over $3600 was 
raised in support of St. Paul’s 
from the sale of over 700 
burgers at the Sherwood 
Chevrolet Family Day 2015.

 “I have great respect for 
the enormity of the situation 
for caregivers and family 
members when someone is 

seriously injured or ill,” says 
Kevin. “St. Paul’s Hospital 
and Foundation – they are a 
critical part of the wellness of 
our community.  This is why 
it’s important to be supportive 
and charitable – it’s a simple 
way to help make people well.” 

We are very grateful to 
Sherwood Chevrolet and to 
the Sharfe family for their 
dedication and commitment to 
our Hospital and Foundation. 
They are truly helping our 
Hospital to achieve its mission 
of a community of health, 
hope and compassion for all.

The 2016 and 2017 Spring and Fall Hospital Home Lottery 
proceeds will support state-of-the-art advancements in  
St. Paul’s Hospital’s operating theatres. These advancements 
will improve patient care and provide efficiencies and 
enhanced treatment options. They will also provide cross-
site, peer-to-peer videoconferencing and improved learning 
environments for acute care education and training.  

To purchase Hospital Home Lottery tickets,  
call 1-866-957-0777  
or visit HospitalHomeLottery.org 

Thank you...
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We love St. Paul’s Hospital. Quite recently, [my wife] was admitted to the Emergency Department at the hospital. 
To say the least, she was in very bad shape. Neither of us could believe the thoroughness of the treatment she 
received. All kinds of tests were immediately administered, resulting in an evaluation and treatment. [She] stayed 
in the hospital for two weeks, every day getting better and better. Without exception, every health care person 
she came in contact with went that extra mile. That special care [she] received was greatly appreciated.’  ’ Ted
  Since January of 2014, the Catholic parishes of Kerrobert, Dodsland, Luseland and Major, Saskatchewan, 
have committed to donating five percent of our Sunday offering to charity. For the month of June 2016, we 
have chosen to direct our five percent offering to Palliative Care at St. Paul’s Hospital. In light of the recent 
legislation concerning assisted suicide in our country, palliative care at St. Paul’s Hospital is a light to the 
nations, for it is there we see what true compassion is all about. In addition to our financial support, please be 
assured of our prayerful support.  – Father Daniel Yasinski

 I was very impressed with the care provided by the Nursing Staff on the 6th floor. It was always de livered with the we ll-being of the patie nt in mind. Even though the nurses were very busy, they always made a person fee l that their situation was 
important to them. They are a credit to St. Paul’s Hospital and our health care system as a whole. – John
 My granddaughter was in St. Paul’s Intensive Care Unit [and passed away there]. I want to thank the staff for their compassion and professional care and for keeping the family informed. Your care and compassion were also shown to me and my family. May God bless St. Paul’s Hospital and staff as they continue to serve the community.” – Beatrice

I wanted to express my gratitude to the St. Paul’s Hospital Foundation for their support in my endeavor to enhance my knowledge. I have always been proud to say that I have worked at  St. Paul’s Hospital. Whenever I am at a work-related event or visiting a friend or family member 
hospitalized at St. Paul’s Hospital, I still feel the sense of a community at St Paul’s, a unique occurrence in a large city. – Kathy

 I am very grateful for your generous financial support as I head into my third year of nursing studies. I chose to pursue nursing because I value helping others achieve their highest level of health through holistic means. Being a nurse means so much more than I ever imagined and I am inspired every day by my peers, patients and instructors to always learn more and go that extra mile. I hope to one day be a caring and competent nurse, as well as influence others to strive to always question how we provide care and can improve the quality of care our patients receive. Thank you again for your wonderful support. – Mackenzie

Thank-You Notes
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Please return any undeliverable Canadian addresses to: 
St. Paul’s Hospital Foundation Inc., 1702-20th Street West, Saskatoon SK  S7M 0Z9
St. Paul’s Hospital Foundation respects your privacy. We protect your personal information and adhere to all privacy regulations. We do not rent, sell or trade our 
mailing lists. If you wish to remain anonymous or if you wish to be removed from our database, contact us by phone at: 306-655-5821, toll-free: 1-888-345-0330, email 
info@sphfoundation.org or write to 1702 20th Street West, Saskatoon, SK  S7M 0Z9 and we will gladly accommodate your request.  
Canadian Publication Mail Agreement Number 40064268

Whether shopping for yourself or for a patient, St. Paul’s Hospital 
Gift Shop is sure to have just what you need. All proceeds from 
Gift Shop sales support St. Paul’s Hospital employee professional 
development and training.

Closed Sundays and holidays

Gift and Flower Orders:  

306-655-5856

St. Paul’s Hospital

Giftshop

Giftshop
St. Paul’s Hospital
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